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From the Principal
2021 Term Dates
Term 1
Term 2
Term 3
Term 4

Thursday 4 Feb – Friday 16 Apr
Monday 3 May – Friday 9 Jul
Monday 26 Jul – Friday 1 Oct
Monday 18 Oct – Thursday 16 Dec
2021 TEAMS

Rōpū Kōwhai – Y1 (Team Leader Lisa Hadfield)
Rooms 6, 9, 10, 12 & 13
Rōpū Mānuka – Y2 (Team Leader – Pam Carr)
Rooms 1, 2 & 4
Rōpū Pōhutukawa – Y3 (Team Leader Nick
Dowson)
Rooms 14, 15, 16 & 17
Rōpū Akakura – Y4 (Team Leader Fiona
Campbell)
Rooms 22, 23 & 23A
Rōpū Kahikatea – Y5/6 (Team Leader David
Wong & Anne-Marie Richardson)
Rooms 18, 19, 20, 21, 33, 34 & 35
Rōpū Totara – Y7/8 (Team Leader Trish
Blacktop & Laura Brennan)
Rooms 24, 25, 26, 27, 28 & 29
Important Dates
4 Feb

PTA Meeting

Any additional or altered dates will be highlighted in
yellow each week

Kia ora tātou
For those of you who are new to our school community, welcome to
Karori Normal School (KNS) and welcome back, to those of you who were
with us last year. It was wonderful to be out in the playground and around
classrooms this morning, to see the smiling faces, many of them parents,
coming to school and looking forward to a great 2021 school year. I get
the sense that we are all well rested, enthusiastic and excited about
making this year one to remember, for the right reasons.
Our focus this year will be on our four new three-year charter goals, 2021
– 2023, which are the result of extensive consultation last year:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Progress - Every child’s learning/achievement progresses, and every
child is equipped for an ever-changing world
People - Our care, service and resilience are at our core
Place - We all work together as one to look after our place.
Partnership - Communicate and celebrate as we grow

In the next few school newsletters I will provide an overview of our 2021
plans, as we begin to work towards achieving these three-year goals; “Ko
te mutunga oranga, he timatatanga kaha – Winning starts with
beginning”.
Home/School Partnership and Communication
Strong home and school partnership; is a real feature of our school and an
open door policy is central to this culture. Please do not hesitate to
contact us should you have any questions or concerns regarding your child
or the programmes we have on offer. Please do not wait until a formal
parent/teacher meeting to ask questions or raise concerns, we want to
deal with these quickly before they become major issues. Remember
your first point of contact is your child’s class teacher; KNS Staff Contact
Details

We have a number of channels of communication that we use to try to ensure that you have the information you need.
These include; the weekly newsletter, team newsletters, the school website, email updates and our Facebook page. You can
find out more about communication with the community on our school website: Communication @ KNS
As always if you have any concerns or need support, please contact one of the Senior Leadership Team:




Conrad Kelly
ckelly@kns.school.nz
James Appleton jappleton@kns.school.nz
Phil McIntosh pmcintosh@kns.school.nz

KNS Parents and Teachers Association (PTA) Picnic
We have a very active, effective and welcoming PTA at KNS. At some schools the PTA is almost entirely focussed on
fundraising however, at KNS our PTA sees its community building role as being of equal importance. The PTA will be holding
the annual KNS family Picnic on Friday 05 March. This will be a great opportunity for you to meet other KNS families and
catch up with those you already know.
Recent Property Damage
As you may be aware we have had a few incidents of vandalism over the holiday period. Thank you to those of you who let
us know about broken bottles etc. and came and helped Dave Randall, our caretaker, with the clean-up. Dave has spent a
great many hours since December cleaning up and repairing intentional damage to our buildings and grounds. This
unfortunately takes time and money away from more useful things.
Dave and I met with Sarah Riddering, NZ Police, yesterday and we provided her with CCTV footage of the incidents. My
strong preference would be that those involved came forward, so that we can resolve the situation as quickly as possible,
with minimal police involvement.
If you hear any bottles breaking or other noise which concerns you around the school, please call 111. If the police have
resources available they will send a patrol.
COVID 19
To ensure that we are doing everything we can to support community effort to prevent the spread of COVID, we will
continue to:






Display QR code posters for the NZ COVID Tracer App. QR code posters are at all entrances to the school grounds and
buildings, please use these whenever you enter KNS.
Keep our visitor register and attendance registers up to date.
Monitor for illness and asking anyone who is unwell to remain at home, or to go home.
Reinforce the importance of good hand washing and drying
Reinforce good cough and sneeze etiquette

Sun Safety
Please note the following points regarding sun safety, we appreciate your support in keeping the children ‘sun safe’.



Children need to bring their own hats to school as long as it is a sun-safe hat i.e. a bucket hat or wide brimmed hat. We
would also like children to wear their hats to and from school.
All children will be expected to wear a hat when they are outside at school. If children don’t have their own sun-safe
hat at school, we will endeavour to provide them with a school sun-hat to wear when they are outside.

Kiss and Drop Zone – Donald Street
We operate the Donald St Kiss and Drop zone to ensure that children get out of cars safely and that traffic flows smoothly at
the busy time between 8.30am and 8.55am.





The Kiss & Drop zone occupies four car-parks outside the main entrance to school on Donald Street - you can recognise
the zone by the orange cones and adults in high visibility vests/coats.
Parents and caregivers are invited to drive into one of the 4 car-parks, an adult will open your car door and assist your
children out of the car with their school bags and direct them to the school entrance. The driver can then drive away
leaving the space free for the next family.
The Kiss & Drop zone operates from 8.30am - 8.55am daily.

This is a fantastic parent/caregiver traffic safety initiative. Thank you to those of you who responded to the email and
Facebook requests for Term 1 volunteers.
If you are available to help please contact Lizzie Beynon;
lizziebeynon@yahoo.com
Children Arriving Early for School
A number of children arrive at school very early, i.e. around 8.00am. I understand that family circumstances sometimes
mean that parents/caregivers need to drop their children at school early. It is however, important that parents/caregivers
understand that we are unable to supervise children before 8.30am and that children remain the responsibility of
parents/caregivers until this time.

Health & Safety Concerns
Our staff Health and Safety committee meets regularly to address health and safety issues around the school. If you notice
anything which concerns you regarding health and safety at KNS please email the office, office@kns.school.nz , with a
photograph if possible, and this will be forwarded to the Health and Safety committee for action.
Whakataukī o te wiki


Toia te waka – mahia te mahi – Be actively involved

A thought to share with your children:


“Twenty years from now you will be more disappointed by the things that you didn't do than by the ones you did do. So
throw off the bowlines. Sail away from the safe harbour. Catch the trade winds in your sails. Explore. Dream. Discover. ”
(Mark Twain)

Ngā Mihi
Conrad Kelly
Principal

School News
Updating of School Records due Friday 5th February
Today your child would have brought home an envelope containing a student record form. We ask that you check the
record forms carefully and either confirm or update your child’s school record information. If you have more than one child
at school we require each of these forms returned. These forms need to be returned whether there are changes or not.
Please return the forms in the envelope provided to the school office by Friday 5th February.

Sports News
2021 Year 7 & 8 Netballers - Karori Normal School Netball Club
Please hold the dates of March 7th & 14th from 2pm - 5pm for KNSN Year 7 & 8 Netball team trials.
’An email will be sent out after the AGM as to how these trials run, timings etc.

PTA News
https://www.facebook.com/karorinormalschool/

